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Hello, everyone. My name is Jennifer
Maker, and today, we are setting up a new
Cricut Maker cutting machine. This is the
Cricut Kickoff Lesson One, and we are

going to set up this Maker together step by

step. Pull up a chair in my craft room and
let’s get started.

Now the Cricut Maker is a computer-
guided cutting machine that cuts more
than 300 different materials, everything

from vinyl, paper, and fabrics to basswood,

leather, and matboard. The Cricut Maker
is my favorite machine. | got it the day it
came out in summer 2017, | believe, and
| still use that very same machine to this
day. You can see my very first Cricut right
here back behind me. Can you see that?
Yes, it’s right there.

The Cricut Maker is the top of the line
cutting machine, and it has 10 times
the cutting power of the Explore cutting
machine. It also has the adaptive tool
system with a wide range of tools for
cutting, scoring, writing, debossing,
engraving, and a whole bunch of cool
things like that.

So here | have a brand new and still
sealed in the box Cricut Maker cutting
machine. I’m going to open the box, see
what’s inside, show it everyone, show

it to you so you can see with me. We’re
going to connect it to a variety of devices,
including an iPad, an Android, a Windows
laptop, and a Mac desktop computer, so
basically everything, and then we’ll do a
test cut. My goal is to get you set up and
able to cut by the end of this video. It’s
really easy, and you can totally do this.

Now | do have something special for
everyone, a totally free printable
handbook that goes along with these free
lessons. You can download it right now at

CricutKickoff.com. Just register for the class,
and you’ll get the printable handbook. I’'ll be
referring to it as we go along during today’s
lesson. So are you ready to unbox this marvel?
It’s an awesome machine. Let’s get this big
box opened and set her up.

All right, inside we have like a double lid.
There we go. We have a box. It says, “Let’s
get started” right here. Cool. Awesome, okay.
So what’s inside this box? | want to see. Inside,
materials for your first project. This is nice
presentation. Isn’t that pretty? This looks like
a tool. That looks like the rotary blade. See
that? Little beautiful thing, | love their rotary
blade, and a booklet right here, and this is the
welcome book. So this is very pretty. | really
like this packaging.

All right, so let’s set this aside. We’re going
to look at that, and it’ll tell us what to do.
These lift right out like this. All right, so it
looks like it’s in a little wrapper here, so what
we need to do is lift this up and out of the
box. There we go. All right, so inside here,
we have the power supply. This is the power
supply, so I’ll set this aside, and a mat, two
mats right here. So we’ll set these over here
as well. Is there anything else in here that
we’re missing? Always look inside your box. If
you get a bundle, sometimes there will be, |
don’t know, something in here or underneath
or something, but | don’t see anything else. |
put my box off to the side.

We’re going to keep it. | always recommend
you keep your box.

So it looks like it’s backwards right now, so
let’s flip it around. And okay, so in the box
besides the Maker, we have our mats. This is

a blue LightGrip mat, and this is a pink fabric
mat, which makes sense because the Cricut is
a champ at cutting fabric, and then our power
supply and our box, our Let’s Get Started box,
right? That was everything in the box.
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All right, so let’s cut this seal very
carefully on this. Don’t want to scratch the
Cricut or anything like that. There we go.
It’s shrink wrapped. It’s so pretty. | love
the Maker. It really is my favorite machine.
All righty. There it is, and again, this is
the champagne color. It looks silver, but
they call it champagne. It does have like a
tint to it, a kind of golden color to it. I’'m
not sure what that would be, but it’s not
strictly gray or silver.

Again, we have the materials for our first
project. We'll set those there because we
will use those for our test cut. Now let’s
take a look at our welcome book ‘cause
this is going to tell us what we need to
do. On the first page, the welcome book
tells us that we can begin at Cricut.
com/setup. This means that we need an
internet connection. So before we ever
go to Cricut.com/setup, we need to talk
about internet and how to connect with
our Cricut.

So that leads us to step two, connect

to your Cricut Maker. So to do this, you
need to make sure you have a internet
connection. So Cricut tells us we need a
broadband connection of at least two to
three megabits per second, which really
isn’t that fast. My connection here at my
home is 100 megabits per second, so most
people will have no problem with this.

You also need a device to connect your
Cricut to because a Cricut does not operate
independently, so that can be a Windows
computer running Windows 8 or later, a
Mac computer running OS 10.13 or higher,
an iPhone or iPad running iOS 12 or later,
and an Android such as this Samsung tablet
running a version 6 or later. So | want to
show how to connect to each of these
devices in turn.

We will start with the Mac computer because
that’s what I’m recording this lesson on right
now. Then we’ll do a Windows computer, an
iPad, and an Android tablet. So to begin, I’'m
going to go Cricut.com/setup, we’re going
to download that, and we’re going to walk
through the steps it tells us to do. Go to
Cricut.com/setup and press Return.

All right, so here we are at Cricut Design
Space. We need to download it right here.

It downloads it for us. And we’re going to go
open it up and click on Open, just like that.
I’m using Google Chrome. If you’re using
something else, you may need to actually go
to your Downloads folder on My Computer.
So we’re going to just drag this right over
here like this. Then we go to my Applications
folder. Let’s double click this right now.

Okay, so this is what we see once we have
Cricut Design Space installed on our computer,
and so what we want to do is click this green
button down at the bottom that says Product
Setup, so we click on that. Now we can set up
a variety of things, but we’re looking for our
Cricut Maker, right? So we’re going to click

on Smart Cutting Machine and find the Cricut
Maker, and we just click that. If you already
have a Cricut ID, you would click down here
where it says sign in. | do, but | want to show
you what it’s like in the very beginning.

All right, so if you are brand new to Cricut,
you need to put in your information, so we’re
going to go ahead and do that. Be sure you
type this email address correctly. Otherwise,
your emails won’t go to the right place, and
you’ll find it hard to log in all that stuff, so,
and we will choose a simple password for now.
Before | continue, | want to remind everybody,
the “Cricut Kickoff Handbook” has a place

for you to record this information in it. So
definitely be following along as we do this.
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Here’s where you can make a note of the
times for our classes. This is what we’re
doing right now, “Lesson 1,” and this is
information you can record about your
Cricut. Very useful to have. This is what
we’re doing right now, our setup checklist,
and this page here is a place for you to
record the email address and password for
your Design Space account, which is what
you’re creating right now. So make a note of
this so it’s easier to log in later, and you can
get to creating things faster, okay?

So make a note of that for sure, and now
we’re going to click Create a Cricut ID and
make a new one of our lesson. You have
to agree to their updated policies, so you
can click here to read them and then click
Accept.

All right, so we need to prepare our
workspace. All right, so the Cricut, and I’m
going to open it up so you can take a look

at this. So here’s the Cricut. The material
comes in this way, and then it comes out
the back when it is, not when it’s done, but
when it’s moving. So here in the back, you’ll
see a slot here. Your mat moves through the
machine back and forth as it’s cutting, okay?
So it’s going to need to have space behind

it for the mat. And if you were to use one

of the double long mats, the 24-inch mats
and have a big project, of course, you would
need even more. But most people are just
going to use the standard mat that came in
the box, so 10 inches behind. So don’t put it
right up close to a wall or your mat will hit
the wall and be unhappy.

And while we’re looking at it, let’s go ahead
and remove the styrofoam that’s in here for
shipping. We do not want that in there. Be
sure to take that out. And just pull straight
out, just like that, okay?

Find an outlet. So we’re going to plug the
Cricut Maker into a wall outlet and power
it on. All righty. So here’s our Cricut, and
we need our power supply, right? So it came
in the box, which is right here. Here’s our
power supply. Pull that right off. So there’s
a protective covering right here, this little
plastic thing, to keep the prongs safe, and
it’s got twisty ties on it. I’ll just undo this
side, | think. It’s got a little Velcro on this
side, which is handy. There we go. Okay,

so this is not the longest cord ever. | don’t
know. | think maybe this is six to eight feet
long between these two parts here, | would
say, so you’re going to want a wall outlet
that’s close enough to use or an extension
cord. That’s fine, too. This end is the one
that goes into your Cricut. This is the that
goes into the port at the back of your
Cricut, and, of course, this end goes into
your wall outlet or your power strip or surge
SUppressor.

So let me turn this around so you can see
where it goes into the back. Goes into right
here. There. Now we need to hook it up to
our wall outlet or a power strip or surge
suppressor. | have a strip right here that we
prepared in advance, and so it goes in right
here just like that, okay? So now it’s got
power. So we’re going to swing it around.
There we go.

Now it said to power it on. Well, gosh. |
don’t really see any buttons here. There’s
nothing on the back, and there’s nothing
on the front. So it’s a very pretty machine.
If this is your first time using it, it could
stump you a little bit.

| want you to note that in your welcome
packet, there is a diagram. So ready to
get started. We’ve done this page. Table
of contents is right here, and this tells
you about your Cricut, and here is a really
nice diagram of all of the things in your
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Cricut Maker so that you know what the right
terminology is for everything when you’re
looking something up. So this is a great little
thing to just keep it next to your Cricut

as you're learning how to use it and what
everything is called. You’ll notice it opens
up, right? So this looks different than this. So
you just pull up like this, and it opens for us.
Isn’t that cool?

First, we have our storage cup. Here our
storage cup. This one is a little deeper than
this one, so this one is better for tools and
things that are longer. This one is better
for shorter things like maybe blades or
something.

Here’s the power button. It did say to power
it on. Shall we go ahead and do that? You
can see that it lit up, right? It’s lit up when
it’s powered on. So it’s powered on. The first
time we turn it on, you’ll hear its motor.

It’s probably doing like a system check or
something. Okay, so that’s the power button.
This here is the mat load and unload. You can
see that here. It’s a double arrow. This is the
go button. It looks like the Cricut symbol.
It’s like the little Cricut logo. Some people
call it the cut button ‘cause it looks like a C,
and this is the pause button. You can always
pause a project if you need to fix something
or rescue something or anything is going
wrong or whatever, so the pause button is
always available to you.

This here is the blade assembly itself. So
there’s two clamps here. This is clamp A, and
this is clamp B. Clamp A is used for things
like the pen, which we must have a pen.

| didn’t see a pen in our box. Let’s double
check that. | feel like there’s more here that
might be hidden. Oh, there is. There’s totally
a little thing right here. Ah, look at that!
There’s a hidden compartment in the box!
Like | said, it’s been awhile since | unboxed a
Cricut Maker.

Here’s our pen, and here’s our USB cord.
We’re going to need that for sure, and here’s
our warranty information. So this is clamp

A, and this is used for the scoring stylus and
things like the Cricut pens, right? So here’s
the pen that came in the box.

Every Cricut comes with a pen. And then

this is clamp B, and this is where your
blades go, and you have a fine point blade

in here already. So if you’re wondering
where it is installed. It comes preinstalled

in your machine. Clamps are opened just by
opening and closing like this, and this clamp,
however, has a gear in it, so it’s got a double
fold thing going on like this. So you fold in
one, and then you fold in the other, just like
that, okay?

So other things of note here, so these are
your rollers over here. So there’s a roller
here. There’s one over here as well. There’s
one on both sides. See? And these white
rollers here, these are actually called the
star wheels, and sometimes, you actually
move them all over to the side, but we don’t
have to do that now. But that’s what those
are. Those are the star wheels.

And, let’s see, three more features | have
to tell you about. Okay, so one is that there
is a storage compartment right here, so

you can just put your finger under here and
lift it up, see? Storage compartment. This

is the blade compartment. This is a metal
strip, and it’s magnetized, or the blades are
magnetized, one or the other. And you can
put the individual blades right here. You can
put the housings right here. And then here’s
two other compartments that you can use for
tools or other blades or candy or whatever
you’d like, all right? And that just closes like
that, and that’s pretty secure. You can feel
free to load that up. As long as it closes, it’s
fine.
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There is a slot up here. You see this slot right
here? This is for putting your tablet in or your
phone or whatever. That is literally what it’s
for. Is that cool or what? So that people who
like to use their mobile devices instead of
their computers, you would just set it here
so that you could see it as you’re working.
It’s cool. So that’s what that’s for. Actually,
since | don’t use a mobile device to cut with,
what | usually use that for myself, so you
know, is |, when | am working on a project, |
will stick a mat up there like that, especially
if | haven’t yet cleaned it off so it’s out of
the way, just so you know. Okay, so let’s see.

Oh, and one more thing a lot of people don’t
know about. This is a USB port for charging
your devices as you’re using them, and | will
admit, | have used this port to charge other
things. Your Maker just has to be plugged
in, and then it’ll charge USB devices, so
I’ve charged my keyboard. I’ve charged my
headset. I’ve charged other things with it.
But one thing that’s really important that

| want you to be sure of. So we’re going to
be using the USB cord in a moment. The
USB cord itself does not go into this. This is
for your devices and other things like that.
You’re not actually going to want to plug

in your cord here and then plug it in here.
It’s happened before, and it’s totally fine.
It seems confusing, like why is there a port
here? We must have to put something in it,
right? So this is just for charging your tablet
or your phone or whatever other device
you want to use. | don’t know if there’s an
official list of things that supports charging.
| can just tell you that | have personally
used it to charge a number of devices that

| needed to charge ‘cause when you need a
USB port, you need a USB port, right?

Oh, one more thing. These little white
plastic things right here, there’s another one
here on this side that you can’t quite see.
Those are the mat guides, and they’ll be

important when we put our mat in. All right,
so we have plugged in our Cricut. We have it
attached. We have it powered on. The white
button, the button is lit up, and it’s white. So
we’re good to go. All right, we have done this
step.

Next step is to connect it to our computer.
Now | am using my Mac computer right now,
and it needs to be connected by the USB cord
that will be true for a Windows computer as
well. If, however, you have an iPhone, iPad,
or Android tablet or phone, the connection
will be different, and | will go over that after
this, so don’t worry. We need our USB cord.
Little twisty tie. Okay, so one end goes in

the back of your Cricut Maker. The other will
go into your computer. If you have a laptop,
there should be a USB port on the side. If you
have a MacBook, you might have to get an
adapter ‘cause they don’t have a lot of ports.
If you have a desktop computer, it should be
in the back.

So let me show you the port on the Maker.
This is the USB that goes into your laptop or
desktop, and this is the end that goes into
your Cricut. And it goes with the logo pointing
down like this. So it goes in right here, and

it just snaps into place. And this end needs
to go into the computer. And this cable, by
the way, is only six feet long. You need to be
within six feet of your computer or you need
to do what I’m doing and use a USB extension
cable ‘cause my computer is currently more
than six feet away. So | have one right here.
So it actually just extends it. So this is
plugged into the back of my computer right
now, so | can plug this in just like this, and
now it’s connected to my computer, all right?
So you can get these at Best Buy or Amazon,
wherever you get home electronics. So let’s
move these things all around here so we have
some... There we go, okay. We are connected
to the computer now.
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It is plugged in on both ends, both the
Cricut and the computer itself. So go back
to Cricut Design Space, and you can see
that now this button tells us we’re ready to
continue. It knows that we’ve connected

to our Cricut, and it knows the Cricut
Maker’s turned on. It’s still on, and so we
click Continue, and it’s going to check to
see if it needs any updates. If you just

got it, it probably does. You go ahead and
click Update, and it just uses your internet
connection to update it if it needs to. This
Cricut Maker needs no updating, so it’s good
to go. Not a problem if you do, of course.

Now it invites you. It doesn’t invite you. It
tells you you need to register your machine.
This is your email address. You double check
that you typed it correctly. If you didn’t
type it correctly, you can click on this to fix
your email address. And just a general note,
this is not a real email address for me. So if
you email it, it will go into a black hole and
not get answered, so don’t do that ‘cause

| don’t want to ignore anybody. This is just
for this video. All right, so this looks good,
so we’re going to click | Agree and click
Register. And we’re successful. That’s really
easy.

Okay, now Cricut presents a special offer,
one month free of Cricut Access, which

is really cool, and I’m going to tell you

all about Cricut Access in Lesson Three in
these Cricut Kickoff lessons. And it’s best
that you begin this free trial when you’re
actually ready to use Cricut Design Space.
So for now, I’d like you to click No Thanks.
But don’t worry. You’ll be able to get this
special offer again, and | will show you
exactly where to find it in Lesson Three. So
just click the No Thanks link for now, okay?

And now we get to this page that invites
us to test a cut. So we’re going to cut
something out together to make sure that

everything is working. But at this point,

| want to show what it’s like to install on
Windows and then the iPad and then the
Android, okay?

WINDOWS INSTALLATION

So let’s go to Windows first. All right, so we’re
going to connect to my Windows laptop,

and you want to do the same thing as you

did before. Go to Cricut.com/setup, and

you will get a similar looking screen. Click
Download, and | recommend that you go

over to where it’s downloading there in the
lower left corner, and then that little arrow,
click that and choose Open When Done. That
makes it really easy to find. You don’t have
to go hunting for it, but if you can’t find it,

it will be in your Downloads folder on your
Windows computer. But otherwise, this is

the easiest way. And | use Windows a lot, so
I’m all for easy. So once it’s downloaded,

and a little install screen will pop up, so give
it a little time. Be patient. If it’s not doing
anything right away, it’s okay. See? Now there
it is. It’s downloading for us or installing for
us, sorry. And once it finishes installing and
doing all of its Windows registration stuff,
it’ll start. It’ll actually open for you. If you
see a different number, by the way, a version
number, don’t worry. The version numbers,
they’re constantly updating this software.

So you click the same places as we did. You
click on the Maker, and you’re going to do the
same thing. You’re going to put in all of your
information if you are new. If you’re not new,
you can just do this sign in down below where
it says, “Already have a Cricut ID?” And you
would sign in there. So then go ahead and
click the green button, and you’re going to do
exactly what we did, prepare your workspace,
find your outlet and plug it in, and then
connect it to your computer. By the way, that
little button down at the bottom will not turn
dark green until you’re actually connected.
That is your signal that you have done it
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properly. So there you go. It’s just turned
dark green, so we got it connected now. So
we click it when it says Continue. It’ll check
for any updates, and okay, it’s good, and
then again, click No Thanks For Now. And
then we get to the same page. So let’s test a
cut. So this is the same spot that we stopped
at on the Mac.

iPAD/iPHONE INSTALLATION

All right, now let’s do the iPad, okay? So the
iPad is different because it doesn’t have

a USB cable, right? So we’re going to put
this one away, and let’s get out the iPad.
All right, so this is my iPad. Now the iPad
needs to get the app from the App Store

all right? So don’t bother with that Cricut.
com/setup thing. Go to the App Store, tap
Search, and then search for Cricut Design
Space. You don’t want anything else, only
Cricut Design Space. So there’s some other
things on there called Cricut. You want that
one that looks like that on the upper right
corner where it says Cricut Design Space with
all those ratings and lots of downloads. So
tap it to download it. Cricut Design Space is
free. It’s free for both the desktop version
and the app version on our mobile devices,
by the way. So then when it’s done, tap
Open, and the app will open for you, and you
want to tap on Machine Setup and choose
the Maker. And again, create a Cricut ID

if you’re brand new. If you already have a
Cricut ID, then you’ll want to tap on that
sign in button down there at the bottom
instead, and be sure that you agree to their
terms of service. Otherwise, it doesn’t let
you continue. And be sure you spell your
name or your email correctly, or else you’ll
be missing out on, like, you’ll find it harder
to log in, and you’ll have issues if you go to
get Cricut Access and et cetera et cetera.
That’s why there’s two fields for the email
address, in fact, is so that you can be sure
that you’re typing in correctly ‘cause if it’s

wrong, that’s where it would show up. So
you’ll want to put in a password and tap
that checkbox and then create your account.
And again, a Cricut Design Space account is
free. All right, so at this point, you need to
connect to Bluetooth because, again, there’s
no USB, so you actually have to go into your
settings and open up Bluetooth, which we’re
going to do. So you just tap on Settings, and
you find Bluetooth. Make sure it’s turned on,
and as long as your Cricut Maker’s turned

on, you will see your Maker there. So when
asked for a pen, you type in four zeros, and
that’s it, you are connected. It’s very simple
to do. All right, so that’s how you connect

to Bluetooth on an iPad, and then once
you’re connected, you can go back to Cricut
Design Space and continue. And it knows
when you’re connected, right? It’s smart. So
once it’s connected, again, it looks for any
machine updates that you might have, and if
it has them, there are updates to do, it will
do them now. So tap Continue and say, “No
thanks for now” to Cricut Access, and there’s
our test cut, right? So now we’re up to the
same stage again.

ANDROID INSTALLATION

All right, so now let’s look at Android. So |
have a Android tablet, but I’'m showing you
the Cricut Explore version instead of the
Maker bigger version because it’s identical,
except for which machine you tap on, okay?
So you want to get the app from the Google
Play Store. So you search for Cricut Design
Space, and make sure you open up just the
Cricut Design Space one, and install it. And
it installs pretty quickly. It’s not the biggest
application. So again, free, free on Android,
free on i0S, free on desktop, which is pretty
cool, actually. You can’t say that’s true of
other companies that offer software like this.
All right, so once it’s finished downloading,
you can open it, and it takes you right into
Cricut Design Space. It’s all going to look
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very familiar. You tap on Machine Setup, and
you’re going to tap the Maker, of course,

not the Explore, the Maker, and then you
need to create a Cricut ID if you are brand
new to Cricut. So you put in your name and
your country and your email address and

all that good stuff. So now we’re at the get
connected stage. So you have to pair with
Bluetooth, just the way you did on the iPad.
So you need to tap the button, that green
plus button at the bottom, to pair with your
Maker, which is turned on, and it’ll look for
it, and it’ll look for any Bluetooth devices.
But in this case, your Maker’s turned on and
ready to be paired with, and so you’ll see it
show up there in your pair machine box. The
numbers will be different than mine. Every
machine has a different set of numbers, at
least | think they do. But you just tap it to
connect. You put in the pin number, four
zeros again, the same on every device. It’s
four zeros. As far as | know, it’s always four
zeros. So you put that pin number in, and
then you tap Okay, and then you confirm the
pairing request. And you just give it a minute.
It’s talking to your device, and you’ll have to
confirm that you want to do it, | believe. You
have to tap on it to select it to activate it,
and there we go. And the Cricut will know.
Cricut Design Space will know, and it’ll tell
you you can continue. Just like with all the
others, it’ll look for any updates that it needs
to do, and then we have success. Then we
tap that green button one more time, and we
are ready to test a cut.

TEST A CUT ON THE MAKER

Awesome! So that’s all of our devices, and

we are ready to actually cut something. So

it says, “Let’s test a cut.” So we’re going to
select one of these six symbols. | always like
to pick the sunflower ‘cause | love sunflowers,
and then down here, we click on the green
Next button. Now we need to prepare for a
cut. All right, here’s our packet of materials.

Let’s see what’s inside here. Oh, we have
another seal. Let’s open that up carefully.
We don’t want to cut our materials. All
righty. So inside, we have a piece of white
cardstock and a piece of blue cardstock.
So this is the small cardstock that they
referred to, and this is a bigger one so
you can keep making things after you do
the test. | presume that’s what it’s for, or
maybe it’s in case you mess up and you
need more cardstock and you don’t have
any. | am not sure.

All right, so we have our small cardstock.
Now we had two mats that came in our
Cricut Maker, the pink fabric grip mat.
There’s like a little label on it here, and it
says it’s for fabrics only, and it is for fabrics
only. It’s not very sticky. You don’t want

to use this one for your test cut, okay? So
just set this aside. We will talk about this
tomorrow in Lesson Two. All right.

The one that we want in this one here,
this is the blue LightGrip mat. This is
appropriate for cardstock. This mat is 12
by 12, and you can... Let’s just go ahead
and take off this plastic cover here. So
we just take that right off like this. Keep
this. You’re going to want to save this for
protecting your mat later. So this is on a
grid, 12 by 12.

This is an adhesive mat. Your material
will stick to it, see? Sticks to my fingers.
The edges are not adhesive. So the only
parts of this mat that you put material
on are the sticky parts. You put it on the
edges, it can get caught in your rollers or
under your guides and just be a mess. So
it only goes on the sticky part, and the
Cricut always starts the cut in the top left
corner unless you tell it otherwise. So by
default, we always put our material up
here. So I’m going to go ahead and just
place it up there, starting right here at
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this top right here where it meets; that’s
where the adhesive is right there. And so
you want to match up this corner to that
corner and keep it as straight as you can.

It doesn’t have to be perfect. This is good
enough. All right, and press it down. | know
it’s the same color, so it’s hard to see, but
there, it’s on there. And you want to press
it down so it’s well adhered. Okay, so now
we have prepared for our cut. Our next step
is | confirm that the blade is set in place in
clamp B. All right, so this is how | can go
take a look. So here is our Cricut. Open this
back up again. Ta da!

All right, so there is our blade right here

in clamp B, and the clamp is closed.
Everything looks good. You always want

to make sure that it’s well seated in the
clamp, not like sticking out funny. This looks
great, okay? So we have our clamp, our
blade in clamp B, and we do want to use
this blade. Now as | noted earlier, there is
another blade in the box. Let me just show
you this real briefly. So this is the rotary
blade, and it’s in your box. You’re not using
this for this project. | will talk about this
blade in Lesson Two tomorrow, okay? All
righty.

We have done our prepare our cut. All
right, so now we need to push the mat up
under the guides toward the rollers. Now
the rollers, as | noted earlier, are the black
rubbery things. Right here’s a roller, and
there’s another one on the other side, and
the mat guides are these white plastic
things here. So you want to put your mat
with your material in that top left corner
right here, and it goes under your mat
guides. | might have to stand up here to
see. Here we go.

So you want to under both mat guides on
both sides, all right? It’s like this, and then
you want to press against the rollers lightly.

That’s important because if you just set in
here like this and then proceed on, chances
are it won’t do anything. You actually need to
apply just a little bit of light pressure against
those rollers when we’re ready to go, okay? So
this is inset, and this is ready to go. All right.
Now our next step is to press the flashing load
unload button on the machine. All right, so
the load and unload button is flashing right
now. Can you see that? It’s flashing against
my finger. You can see that. So we’re going to
press this mat lightly against the rollers as we
press this button. And then it sucks it right in
for us, and it’s ready to go. Okay. And when
it’s ready, by the way, this flashes. This C
button, the go button, it flashes.

So we know it’s loaded and flashing, ready to
go. And indeed, it’s exactly what Cricut Design
Space says. It says to “press the flashing Go
button on the machine.” So let’s do it. Now
you’ll note that it came back quite a bit.
That’s why it’s so important to have that space
behind the machine, right? So you probably
couldn’t see it, but it came back, oh, maybe
six inches just now. And then it’ll start to cut.
There we go. So there it is. Cutting away.

This by the way, here, don’t forget you have

a pause button. If at any time you have to
pause it for some reason, you can. Sometimes
something isn’t sticking well to the mat or
whatever or you forgot to put in a tool like

a scoring stylus. You could pause it. And it’s
cutting out our sunflower. So here is the cut
design.

So let’s go back, see what it says before we
do anything else. You’ll note, though, that
this button is flashing. This is the load unload
button that normally says, “It’s time to load
or time to unload.” But Cricut Design Space
says that your test cut is complete, so we’re
going to click on, there we go. So it tells us to
unload the button. Press the unload button, so
that’s easy. So I’m going to go ahead and press
that. And there it is. Isn’t that beautiful? The
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Cricut is so precise. It’s one of my favorite
things. Okay.

Now let me show you how to get this off of
your mat. We’re going to close up the Cricut.
I’m going to go ahead and turn off since we’re
not going to be using it anymore tonight. We
will use it more in Lesson Three, maybe a
little bit in Lesson Two when we talk about
tools and blades and stuff. I’m sure I’'ll have it
out then. Okay, so I’m going to go ahead and
close it. All right, here’s our mat. You can see
the design on it. The second to focus. See?
Isn’t that beautiful? Look how sharp and clean
that is. | know it’s blue, so it’s a little hard to
see, but it’s lovely. Okay, so when we remove
material from the mat, we, instead of just
like tearing it off here, which we certainly
could do, you will have much more success
and be happier with your results .

You flip your mat over onto your surface, you
peel the mat away from your paper or other
material. So we just gently bend it, and it
practically comes off by itself. This is the part
that we would discard or put into our scrap
pile, so I’ll set it over here, and then we can
get the sunflower itself off. And by doing it
this way, we are going to avoid making our
paper curl, and it also just, it’s just a lot
cleaner. You don’t get ripped paper this way,
which you can sometimes get when you do

it the other way. And there is our beautiful
sunflower. Look how sharp those edges are.
Isn’t that amazing? This is so pretty. Okay, so
we’ve done it.

We, of course, have some paper left on our
mat. You can just sit here and remove it with
your fingers if you like, but there’s a tool

that you can use to remove it, and | will tell
you about it tomorrow when we talk about

all the other tools and supplies all the other
things that you can use within Cricut Maker to
make creating and crafting and making easier.
Sound good?

So we have done it. We have successfully
set this up, and it’s really cool. It went
pretty well, | think.

So if you’ve got any questions about how
to set up your Cricut Maker, please let

me know. Leave your question below this
video or ask over in my Cricut Crafters
group at jennifermaker.com/cricutcrafters
where you can get help and guidance from
hundreds of thousands of Cricut Crafters
just like you. It is an awesome place filled
with really helpful people.

Now if you also want to learn how to set
up your Cricut Joy or Cricut Explore, |
have lessons on those cutting machines
as well. Get links to those classes over at
Cricutkickoff.com. Tomorrow, I’ll be back to
show you all of the supplies and tools and
materials | think that are useful for a Cricut
Maker, and that will be in Lesson Two, Know
Your Tools.

Until next time in our next class, this is
Jennifer Maker, reminding you to craft a life
you love.
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HOW TO PRINT

While | generally recommend you use this organizer electronically on your
computer or mobile device to save paper, search easier, and keep the latest
version, | know that some people prefer to have a printed hard copy. So here
are some tips on printing this file:

Download the book, open the PDF from within Adobe Reader, and print from inside Adobe
Reader for the most options, flexibility, and quality. You can get Adobe Reader free at
https://get.adobe.com/reader

Whenever possible, print from a desktop or laptop computer—iOS devices have known print
bugs that can cause images to disappear.

Always do a test print before you print all the pages to ensure you have ink in your printer,
that the quality is good enough for you, and so on.

Before you send the entire organizer to print, look through it and decide if you really want
all the pages to be printed. Or if you need extra copies of some pages.

You can print specific pages by typing just the page numbers in  pages to Print
your Print dialog box, like this: All

If you’re concerned about ink usage, you can print in grayscale St e
instead (look for an option in your Print dialog box for grayscale © Pages |5-15, 22, 30-34

or black and white). Another option is to click on your Printer

settings and change your quality to “draft” and this will save more ink (but do a test first, as
you may not like it).

If your test print looks blurry, click on your Printer settings and make sure your quality
settings are set to normal or even best for the highest resolution print.

Readers outside the U.S. may need to print on A4 paper. If you do this, make sure your pages
are not being reformatted before you print them (check the print preview box). You can also
scale your pages down 97% to print on A4.

If you intend to keep your organizer updated with future updates, put the pages in clear
protective sleeves in a binder rather than have the pages bound—it’ll be easier to add and
update pages that way.

If you do not have a printer or would rather someone else print it, you can send your PDF to

a copy shop or an office supply store like Staples.com. You can also tell them that you want
only certain pages printed, too! There’s a Print Release Form for them on the next page.
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PRINT RELEASE FORM

To Whom It May Concern:

The bearer of this notice (“Bearer”) has properly obtained a digital download
from JenniferMaker.

YOU, the PRINT/COPY SHOP, are hereby granted permission to make an
unlimited number of prints as long as it is reasonably obvious to you that my
customer is having these printed for their own personal use.

CUSTOMER agrees that you may not use any of these files for commercial or
editorial purposes without the express written permission of JenniferMaker.
com. JenniferMaker LLC retains the copyright to all digital files,per USC

Title 17 (US Copyright Law). The digital files that are being provided to you

are licensed to you for any reasonable personal purposes, including but not
limited to: printing, copying, and emailing. Your license does not include use
that results in financial gain, including but not limited to: advertising, stock
photography, or resale of any nature. Your purchase of the original files releases
JenniferMaker LLC from any liability due to loss or damage of the files, and also
releases us from any obligation to maintain copies of any digital file, image,

or photograph. JenniferMaker LLC may revoke this license at any time and for
any reason. JenniferMaker LLC retains all copyrights to the files and derivative
works thereof.

By using any of these files, you are agreeing to the above terms.

Jennifer Marx
JenniferMaker® LLC
hello@jennifermaker.com

Cricut® Kickoff is copyright 2021 by JenniferMaker® LLC. All rights reserved. Cricut® and Cricut Design Space® are registered
trademarks of Provo Craft. Use of them does not imply any affiliation with or endorsement by them.
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